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N.akbyws .
REPORT.

Seconp ReprorT oF THE DirECTORS of the ScINDE RaiLway
CoMpaNY to the Proprietors, submitted at the First
Half-Yearly General Meeting, held on the 4th day of
November, 1856, at the Offices of the Company,
Gresham House, Old Broad Street, City.

Tur First Half-Yearly General Meeting has been con-
vened in conformity with the Act of Incorporation of the
Company.

The Directors have the satisfaction to report, that since
their last meeting with the Proprietors, such an addition has
been made to the staff of the resident engineer as to enable
him to complete the survey of the country through which
the Line is to pass, and that they have recently received
through their agent in India, the resident engineer’s report
accompanied by plans and sections in reference to various
surveys prosecuted at the requisition of the Bombay Govern-
ment.

The Directors await the decision of the authorities as to
the selection of the exact route the line should take from
Kurrachee to Hydrabad, to enable them to proceed with the
construction of the railway
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In their first report, the Directors announced that they
had contracted for thirty miles of permanent way material,
the shipment of which, is nearly completed. Contracts
have also been entered into upon favourable terms for the
material for a further thirty miles of railway.

The importance of having improved means of communica-
tion along the valley of the Indus, is every day becoming
more apparent. Sir Justin Sheil, late British ambassador in
Persia, has recently advocated the great political advantages
to be derived from ‘ a railway running the whole length of
the left bank of the Indus.”

For commercial and social, as well as State purposes, the
improvement of the transit along this ancient line of commu-
nication has become a necessity.

Holding as we do, the Indus from Cashmere to the sea, we
have a power which, if “well understood and wisely im-
proved, puts us in possession of the key to the whole com-
merce of Central Asia, which cannot be pursued without
adding to the prosperity and productiveness of our new ter-
ritories (Scinde and the Punjaub).” *

The resources of modern science judiciously applied to
this line of communication would be of inestimable benefit to
our own provinces, and the enterprising European merchants,
now resident at Kurrachee, would soon afford a medium for
extensive shipments from the Punjaub and provinces to the
north-west of Delhi and the distribution of our manufactures
to the remote valleys of Afghanistan as far as Herat, and in
Balkh, Khiva and Bokhara.

The local authorities, especially Mr. Bartle Frere, the
Commissioner in Scinde, and Sir John Lawrence the Chief
Commissioner in the Punjaub, concur in the necessity of

* The Fconomist.
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instead of making a through communication by means of a oS Extract
rom letter
railway between Kurrachee and Lahore, as appears to be the Commis

recommended by the agent and resident engineer of the o the. Chief
Company, in their letters (enclosures 3 and 4), that the pre- ﬁ"::,';";‘.’.ﬁ}‘:;b,
sent is a favourable opportunity for introducing the econo- datad Hst Bept.
mical and easily established system of communication, com-

bining steam transit by land with steam transit by water, so trom et of

long advocated by their Chairman. oot Coramis.

I3 : : : . sioner in the
4. For instance, the lower portion of the line from Kur- poer . T°

rachee to Hyderabad, by the railway already sanctioned, ';:;::;’e‘:e;f‘;3 a
which will avoid the dangers and delays of the Delta, from et 185, par.
Hyderabad to Mooltan by steamers of improved construc- Extracts of Let-

. . ters from Chief
tion, resuming the railway from Mooltan to Lahore and Commissioner

. in the Punjaub
Unmnritser. to Government

‘ A reference to the letters (enclosures 6 and 7) from the of India.
Commissioner in Scinde, and the Chief Commissioner of the
Punjaub, will show that these views are approved of by the
local authorities.

1 have the honor to be, &c., &c.,
“ (Signed) @ W. P. ANDREW,

Chairman.
¢ Sir James C. MerLviLL, K.C.B.,

&e., &ec. &e.”

The Directors have the satisfaction to report, that the
East India Company have authorized the survey of the
country between Mooltan, Lahore and Umritser, by this
Company, and in conformity with which, a superintending
engineer of ability and experience, with a carefully selected
staff of six engineers, left England for India on the 4th of
September.

The Directors have much gratification in stating their
cordial and entire approval of the conduct of Mr. J. NeviLLE
WARREN, the agent and representative of the Company in
India. ' W. P. ANDREW,

' Chairman.
B



10

ProceepiNGgs OF THE FIRST HALF YEARLY GENERAL
MEETING OF THE SHAREHOLDERS, held Nov. 4, 1856.

The first half-yearly general meeting of the Proprietors of
this Company, was held on Tuesday, Nov. 4, at their offices,
Gresham House, Old Broad Street, Mr. W. P, ANDREW,
the Chairman of the Company, presiding.

The SecreTARY (Mr. Burnell) having read the advertise-
ment convening the meeting, and the seal of the Company
having been affixed to the register of shareholders, the
report was taken as read :—

The CHAIRMAN observed that the Directors had informed
the Shareholders in their report that they had sent out the
material necessary for the first thirty miles of the railway,
and since then they had contracted for the material for
another thirty miles, making sixty miles for which they had
provided all that was requisite for the construction of the
permanent way. When he last had the honour of addressing
them, he stated that he and his colleagues from the first took
up this project as a link in the great line of communication
which they proposed to carry on to and through the Punjaub.
Subsequently they had received the sanction of the authorities
to send out a superintending engineer with a competent staff
of assistants for making the necessary surveys for carrying
out that line. The authorities themselves were taking mea-
sures for adding considerably to the steam flotilla now on the
Indus, and by recent accounts from the Punjaub and from
Scinde it appeared that the traffic of those two provinces was
increasing in a most extraordinary degree, so much so,
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. indeed, that the existing steam flotilla was found altogether
inadequate for the conveyance of even the Government stores.
Under these circumstances, the Company were proceeding,
under the authority they had received, to make the necessary
surveys, but the terms upon which the line would be con-
structed remained for future adjustment.

At the last meeting of the Shareholders, some gentleman
expressed an opinion that, if eventually they undertook the
construction of any further portion of the through line,
the accounts for the Scinde Railway proper should be kept
distinct [hear, hear]. Having, as they had, a considerable
and rapidly growing port, at one end of their line, and a
large and populous town, the emporium of the cross-trade of
the country, at the other, it was natural that those who had
embarked their capital on the faith of those advantages,
should desire to retain them, and not allow the money sub-
scribed for a specific purpose, to be mixed up with other
railway projects, which, in their view, might not be equally

. productive. He stated, at the time, that he concurred in
that idea, and he had now to repeat that, if the Punjaub line
were entrusted to this Company, the capital account would
be kept separate and distinct from that of the Scinde Railway.

In respect of the line from Kurrachee to Hydrabad, they
would have the guarantee of 5 per cent., on whatever capital
might be required to complete it, and, by that line, they
would secure the spout of the funnel through which all the
traffic of the Punjaub, and the Upper Provinces would be
brought down to Kurrachee (the natural port) for shipment.

He had at the last meeting, spoken of the great influence
which a line of railway along the valley of the Euphrates
must necessarily have, upon any line running through
the valley of the Indus. Since he referred to that subject,
he (the chairman) had been in communication with gentlemen
connected with the English Government, and with others who
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belonged to the Turkish Government, and he was happy
to say that nothing could be more gratifying than the man-
ner in which the project was entertained by both. [Hear,
hear]. To Lord Clarendon he was under a deep debt of
obligation for his courteous, prompt, and powerful support ;
and the Turkish Government had also evinced every desire
to promote the object in view. Only yesterday he had
received a letter from his gallant friend General Chesney,
from Aleppo, who with Sir J. Macneill and his staff was there
as a deputation to survey the line from Seleucia, by Aleppo,
to the Euphrates,stating that everywhere the proposed railway
was favourably regarded, and, what was still more important,
that the Arab tribes had sent to felicitate the deputation on
their arrival, and to express their anxious desire to see this im-
provement carried out by Englishmen, because by them they
knew they would be treated with justice and liberality.

They were aware also that an important movement was
making for the establishment of a system of telegraphic com-
munication between England and India, along the Euphrates
valley to the Persian Gulf, and which would, at Kurrachee,
unite with the Indian telegraphic system.” By the last mail
they were informed that the Indian Government had issued
orders to lay down a line from Lahore to Kurrachee, which
would place Kurrachee in telegraphic communication with all
the presidencies—Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, and throughout
the North West frontier. All, therefore, he had said at the
previous meeting about the importance of Kurrachee as the
European Port of India, he had reason to reiterate. The
commerce of that port was increasing enormously, and its
capacity to receive ships of large burden was now beyond
doubt. At present, however, the arrangements of the port
were insufficient for the increasing demands of its commerce,
but the government, which was sending out very large
quantities of stores, had also sent out instructions for ob-
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native iron to engineering works, it was discouraging to
reflect, that all this was proved thirty years ago, and no
progress had been made since in that direction. He
hoped they were not going to wait for thirty years more!
(a laugh.)

The report was then put and carried: and Major John
Arthur Moore having been proposed by Mr. Ellis, late
Assistant Commissioner in Scinde, and seconded by Mr.
Bellasis, late Collector of Hydrabad, was unanimously elected
an Auditor of the Company in place of Mr. Borradaile; a
vote of thanks was then unanimously passed to the Chairman
and Board of Directors, for their zeal and ability in pro-
moting the interests of the Company.

M=z. ANDREW, in acknowledging the compliment, thanked
the Proprietors for this mark of their continued confidence,
and expressed the determination of the Board to spare no
exertion necessary for the successful prosecution and
establishment of a comprehensive system of steam transit
along the valley of the Indus, connecting the emporia of the
Punjaub and N. W. Provinces with the sea at Kurrachee,
the European port of India, and the natural outlet of the
important and extensive countries drained by the Indus and
its tributaries ; this was a great undertaking, which they
regarded as not only essential in a commercial and social,
but also in a political, point of view (applause).

The Meeting then separated.
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Volga and the Casplan, would return to its natural, 1ts
more direct, and its most ancient channel.

From the obvious political and commercial importance
of this, the most direct route to our Indian possessions,
the Directors have reason to believe that they will receive
from Her Majesty’s Government, and the Honourable
East India Company that countenance and co-operation,
which is essential to the carrying out, with success, a
means of communication which would reduce the time"
occupied in the journey by nearly one-half between this -
country and its empire in the East.































































